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MISSION STATEMENT GET INVOLVED!

The UO Prison Education Program 
exists in order to improve educational 
opportunities in Oregon prisons through for-credit college 
courses, workshops, lectures and beyond. 

CONTRIBUTORS
Inside - Mark & Kevin

Outside - Emily, Jordan, 
Shannon, Anthony, Bianca 
& Julie

Join Side by Side & Discovery Group!

Meetings held weekly. 

Email insideout@uoregon.edu for more 
information!

CRCI WORKSHOP 
PEP leadership, interns 
and alumni will return to 
Columbia River Cor-
rectional Institution in 
Portland for a workshop  
on communication Oc-
tober 4. The PEP hosts 
monthly workshops and 
lectures at CRCI on the 
first Thursday of each 
month. Inside-Out alum-
ni who would like to 
participate should email 
insideout@uoregon.edu. 

OSP LATINO CLUB
The PEP will be bring-
ing Lara Boyero inside 
Oregon State Penitentia-
ry on October 17 for 
a workshop on public 
speaking with the OSP 
Latino Club. Boyero is 
an instructor within the 
UO’s Department of 
Romance Languages. 
Inside-Out alumni who 
speak Spanish are en-
couraged to participate 
by emailing insideout@
uoregon.edu.

OSP LECTURE
The PEP will be hosting 
a lecture at Oregon State 
Penitentiary on Octo-
ber 30. The speaker 
will be announced soon!

PEP Ramps Up Workshops at Three Oregon Prisons
On a Thursday night in early 

August, ten inside students 
at Columbia River Correction-
al Institution (CRCI) gathered 
in small groups with six Uni-
versity of Oregon students and 
three graduated alumni to teach 
one another to cook pasta, 
draw circles, eat Peking duck 
and make wheatpaste as part 
of a Prison Education Program 
communication workshop. 

Held at CRCI in Portland, the 
workshop centered on making 
effective arguments, construct-
ing persuasive public speeches 
and using empowering body 
language while speaking in 
public. Participants worked 
their way through exercises 
related to each, while keeping 
one another entertained along 
the way with arguments against 
plastic water bottles, finely 

chopped olives and beyond. 
The workshop and others 

like it are a part of the Prison 
Education Program’s effort to 
ramp up access to academic 
offerings in Oregon prisons. 
Beginning in the spring of 
2019, the PEP began offering 
a series of workshops, lectures 
and book discussion events 
across three institutions in Or-
egon. CRCI, a minimum se-

curity institution in Portland, 
was the latest addition to the 
list of the PEP’s “satellite cam-
puses” and remains unique 
because all students there are 
three years or less from release. 

The PEP now offers 
monthly workshops and 
lectures at CRCI, where it 
hopes to create not only a 
broad range of educational 

See Workshop, Page 2

FOUR INSIDE STUDENTS 
RECEIVE DEGREES

Wrapped in green robes and gold-
en stoles atop blue jeans and blue 

shirts, two University of Oregon students 
walked into the visiting room of Oregon 
State Penitentiary on May 22 to officially 
receive their diplomas as college gradu-
ates. Eric and Josh - both long-time partic-
ipants in the Prison Education Program’s 
Inside-Out courses - were awarded Bach-
elor’s degrees in General Social Science 
and General Humanities, respectively. 

Gathered to celebrate them were 
family members and over 40 University 
of Oregon faculty members, students and 
alumni, alongside Department of Cor-
rections (DOC) personnel. Understood 
to be the first of its kind at Oregon State 
Penitentiary, the ceremony was complete 
with faculty in regalia - which they donned 
after passing through the institution’s 
metal detectors - remarks by UO and DOC 
administrators, a traditional moving of the 
tassel and cake. 

Beyond this ceremony, two other PEP 
students also celebrated the completion 
of degrees during spring term. Francisco 

and Shawn received Bachelor’s degrees in 
General Social Science and General Hu-
manities, respectively, alongside Eric, Josh 
and other members of the Class of 2018. 
All four graduates completed their Associ-
ate’s degrees through Chemeketa Commu-
nity College’s College Inside program. 

After being released from Oregon State 
Penitentiary two weeks before graduation, 
Francisco had the chance to receive his 
diploma in the UO’s on-campus General 
Social Science ceremony. At a gathering 
in Condon Hall on the afternoon of the 
ceremony, PEP faculty, alumni and interns 
gathered to honor Francisco and celebrate 
with his family. 

Josh (above) addresses graduation attendees. Eric (below) receives his diploma from 
Andrew Marcus, Dean of UO’s College of Arts and Sciences.

ACE Think 
Tank Publishes 

First Work
Inside and outside members of 

Another Chance at Education 
(ACE) - the Prison Education Pro-
gram’s think tank and steering com-
mittee - took on a new role this sum-
mer as authors of academic writing. 

ACE was established in 2010 
at Oregon State Penitentiary as 
a think tank to guide UO’s In-
side-Out Prison Exchange Pro-
gram. Since then, the group has 
worked on a number of different 
projects - including training in-
structors and hosting academics 
and speakers - all with the aim of 
supporting and expanding educa-
tional resources in Oregon prisons. 

Since March, ACE has been 
working on a writing project as a 
collective voice from the inside 
and outside - a full book chapter 
to be included in Jennifer Turner 
and Victoria Knight’s forthcom-
ing collection, The Prison Cell: 
Embodied and Everyday Spaces 
of Incarceration. For their part, 
ACE members have been review-
ing scholarship on the prison mar-
ketplace, neighborhoods within 
correctional institutions and the 
experience of those doing long 
time - “cradle to grave” - in prison. 
ACE’s contribution to the collec-
tion, to be titled “Prison as polis/
antipolis: Dialectics of the cell and 
everyday life,” will be published in 
2019 reflecting specifically upon 
the space of the cell as it relates to 
experiences of those incarcerated.

Prior to the current book chap-
ter, ACE reviewed Cormac Be-
han’s 2014 book, Citizen Convicts: 
Prisoners, Politics and the Vote for 
the Carceral Geography Working 

See ACE, Page 2

In an effort to keep 
our community up-

dated on Prison Edu-
cation Program events 
and developments, the 
PEP is inaugurating 
a monthly newsletter, 
available online and in 
paper! Our first issue 
will detail PEP hap-
penings from Summer 
2018, with a new 
issue rolling out at 
the end of each month 
of the academic year. 
Issues will feature 
summaries of events, 
updates on upcoming 
events, featured writ-
ings and art from the 
inside and out, along 
with other news from 
the program.

UPCOMING
EVENTS 

WELCOME 
to PEP Newslines
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To submit to Newslines’ creative work section, contact one of the Creative Leads:
OSP: TBA / OSCI: TBA / CRCI: TBA / MAIN CAMPUS: insideout@uoregon.edu

Work in any format is welcome digitally or in print form. 
To be announced! Reach out if you are interested in helping 
curate content for Newsline’s Creative Work section.

CREATIVE WORK EDITORIAL TEAM

ACE: New Academic Writing

Art by Jeff / Inside Student

INSIDE-OUT BLOOMS WELL 
IN PRISON AIR

BY MARK / INSIDE STUDENT

When I entered prison in the late 1980s, Or-
egon prisoners could earn two- and four-

year college degrees. But then Congress elim-
inated prisoner Pell grants in 1994 and prison 
college programs quickly disappeared. Nation-
wide, more than 340 prison education programs 
ended within one year and by 1997, just 2 percent 
of America’s prisoners were enrolled in college.

The elimination of prisoner Pell grants 
and education programs was part of a broad-
er “tough-on-crime” movement that quickly 
spread across the nation during the early 1990s. 
Rehabilitation and treatment programs of ev-
ery kind were gutted as prisons became mere 
warehouses for human garbage. Without educa-
tion and other rehabilitation programs, prison-
ers return to the community just as broken as 
they entered, in the best case, and much more 
broken by their confinement, in the worst case.

During those very dark days of penal poli-
cy, Oscar Wilde’s 1896 words – in “The Bal-
lad of Reading Gaol” – rang so very true to 
me: “The vilest deeds, like poison weeds, 
bloom well in prison air. It is only what is 
good in man that wastes and withers there!”

For nearly fifteen years, I felt everything good 
in me wasting and withering away behind pris-
on fences and walls. My humanity was disre-
garded, diminished, distorted and denied at ev-
ery turn. Worse yet, I began to accept and adopt 
the faulty narratives others imposed upon me. 
Those narratives were so pervasive that I could 
no longer hear or believe any counter-narratives.

That is, until the University of Oregon (UO) 
introduced Inside-Out (IO) to the prison system 
in 2007 and I experienced my first IO class in 
2009. “Life-changing!!” seems to be the con-
sensus description of IO classes by prisoners 
and UO students alike. I can think of no bet-
ter way to describe my own IO experience. 

Literally every UO professor, intern, and 
student I have met through IO has been 
among the kindest, most brilliant and inspir-
ing people I have ever had the pleasure of 

knowing. My interactions with each of them 
has reminded me, again and again, of my hu-
manity and worth; that the “normal” prison 
experiences and interactions I had grown so ac-
customed, and numb, to are anything but normal.

The three hours we spend together each week 
of the 10-week term are the best moments of 
our week. The night and term always end much 
too quickly! Seeing everyone’s smiling faces as 
we enter the classroom each week warms our 
hearts like rays of bright sunshine. Our fellow 
UO students and professors remind us of what 
normal human interactions feel like. Inevitably, 
the oppressive weight we’ve carried so long 
that we rarely notice it anymore, suddenly lifts 
from our shoulders and hearts during IO classes.

As we drop our prisoner identity outside 
the classroom door each week, our minds, 
hearts and souls escape the prison walls and 
fences that have imprisoned us for so long. 
During our time together we are not prisoners 
and non-prisoners, insiders and outsiders. We 
are all just students, sharing equally in every-
thing we do. Words cannot adequately describe 
what a gift that is to those of us who have 
spent far too many years in prison, where ev-
ery moment of every day serves as a reminder 
that we are, and always will be, a lesser Other.

IO has been dramatically different than 
my high school, community college and pris-
on experiences. I am constantly amazed by 
how deep and strong our bonds grow in mere 
weeks. I share everyone’s deep appreciation 
of the sense of “community,” and “family” we 
create during each IO class. I never felt any-
thing remotely comparable during years of 
public school or community college. I do not 
remember ever feeling a deep connection with 
or investment in all the people in a class before 
IO. Class always felt more like a “competi-
tion” where everyone was out for only them-
selves. IO never feels that way. Everyone gen-
uinely and deeply cares about each other and 
has their best interests at heart. We rise as one!

Continued from Page 1 
Group of the Royal Geographical Society with the In-
stitute of British Geographers. In the process of this 
project, faculty members from the University of Or-
egon and Chemeketa Community College collab-
orated with inside and outside students on reading, 
research and critical scholarship on Behan’s text.   

Continued from Page 1 
opportunities for inside students, but also a 
space for UO students and alumni living in Port-
land to remain involved in prison education.

Workshops and lectures are also being offered at Or-
egon Correctional Institution (OSCI) and Oregon State 
Penitentiary (OSP) alongside existing Inside-Out cours-
es. In September, faculty and interns facilitated a two-
part writing basics workshop for students enrolled in In-
side-Out courses, as well as those hoping to learn more 
about or become involved in education at OSCI. The 
workshop aims to both encourage new students to partic-
ipate in Inside-Out courses, as well as provide the writing 
support that inside students might receive from the Tutor-
ing and Learning Center and other resources if they were 
on campus. In the future, the PEP hopes to offer this two-
part workshop once each term at CRCI, OSCI and OSP.

Alongside these workshops, the PEP hopes to con-
tinue to bring scholars like Nadia Raza - a recent UO 
PhD graduate - and James Garbarino - a professor of 
psychology at Loyola University Chicago - to give lec-
tures at each institution. Events like these bring the vi-
brant academic culture of the UO campus to the insti-
tutions that the PEP works at. Likewise, lectures and 
workshops make education accessible to inside students 
who may not yet have the incentive level - or behavior-
al privileges - requisite to enroll in Inside-Out courses. 

Book discussions  - like workshops and lectures - allow 
greater numbers of inside students to participate in the 
PEP’s programing by bringing them together with faculty 
and outside alumni to discuss a shared text. Texts dis-
cussed this year have included The House on Mango Street 
by Sandra Cisneros, Cannery Row by John Steinbeck and 
the UO’s 2015 Common Reading text, Station Eleven. 

If you are an Inside-Out alum who would 
like to be involved in future PEP workshops and 
book discussions, email insideout@uoregon.edu. 

Workshop: Creating Additional 
Academic Opportunities

Art by Kevin / Inside Student
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